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BUDGET ESTIMATES 

For the year 2009-2010 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

Mr. Chairman Sir, 

1.0 With your permission, I rise to present the Budget Estimates of the 

Kolkata Municipal Corporation for the year 2009-2010 with the 

Revised Estimates of Receipts and Expenditure for the year 2008-

2009. 

 

1.1 In pursuance of the provision of sub-Section (5) of Section 131 of the 

Kolkata Municipal Corporation Act, 1980, I hereby present to the 

Corporation for adoption under sub-Section (1) thereof, the Budget 

Estimates which are estimated Receipts and Expenditures for the 

year  2009-2010. 

 

1.2 In pursuance of Section 131 of the Kolkata Municipal Corporation 

Act, 1980, and in consistency with the traditionally practiced 

procedures, allocations of funds have been made under the 

following six heads and incorporated in Volume-II of the Budget 

Estimates,  2009-2010 : 

 

(i) Water Supply, Sewerage & Drainage 

(ii) Roads Development & Maintenance 

(iii) Nagar Pally Unnayan 

(iv) Commercial Projects 

(v) Solid Wastes 

(vi) General 

 

1.3 In terms of the provision of sub-Section (3) of Section 131 the rates at 

which taxes, surcharges, fees etc. will be levied by the Corporation 

in the year 2009-2010 have been incorporated in Volume-I and 

placed along with the Budget Estimate4s for adoption, Property Tax 

on lands and buildings and surcharge shall be imposed according 

to the provision of K.M.C. Act, 1980. 

 

1.4 The Volume-II of the Budget Estimates contains heads of accounts 

and allocation of fund under the Boroughs. 
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1.5 The inventory of immovable properties of the Kolkata Municipal 

Corporation is also placed along with the Budget Estimates for 2009-

2010 in terms of provision of Section 540(3) of the Kolkata Municipal 

Corporation Act, 1980. I must mention that updation of this kind of 

inventory in a dynamic organization like KMC has to be a 

continuous process. 

 

2.0 REVENUE BUDGET 

 

2.1 The position of Revised Estimates for 2008-2009 in respect of 

Revenue Fund is as under : 

 

   Rs. in lakh  

   

  Opening Balance as on 1.4.2007       …                             (+) 41832.08 

  Actual Receipts & Payments of 2007-2008 

 Receipts                     145942.32 

           Expenditure               120392.40            …                             (+) 25549.92 

           Opening Balance as on 1.4.2008       …                              (+) 67382.00 

 

 2008-2009 

  

 Revised Expenditure 144970.46 

 Revised Receipts        139460.93          …                             (-)  5509.53 

 Balance on 31.3.2009                           …                            (+) 61872.47 

   

 

2.2 It was calculated that at the end of the year 2008-2009 deficit 

would be Rs.11012.85 lakh. But as per Revised Estimate the deficit 

would reduce to Rs.5509.53 lakh. The new year opens with a 

cumulative surplus of Rs.61872.47 lakh under Revenue Fund of the 

Kolkata Municipal Corporation. 

3.0 RECEIPT & EXPENDITURE – A COMPARATIVE PICTURE 

 

3.1 In the year 2009-2010 income & expenditure are estimated at 

Rs.191581.06 lakh and Rs.215185.39 lakh respectively and taking into  
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account the opening surplus of Rs.61872.47 lakh it is expected that 

the year 2009-2010 will close with a cumulative surplus of Rs.38268.14 

lakh as shown below: 

 

Rs. in lakh 

Opening Balance as on 1.4.2009                                          (+)       61872.47 

Estimated Income During 2009-2010                                        191581.06 

Estimated Expenditure During 2009-2010                                  215185.39 

Estimated Closing Balance as on 31.3.2010                        (+)       38268.14 

 

 

3.2 The following table will indicate the growth of Receipts under 

various sources and Expenditure of Revenue Fund: 

 

REVENUE RECEIPTS                                Rs. in lakh 

 Actual 

(Pre-

Audited) 

2007-2008 

Budget 

Estimate 

2008-2009 

Revised 

Estimate 

2008-2009 

Budget 

Estimate 

20092010 

A. Tax Revenue 35722.53 40460.71 38978.19 45530.25 

B. Non Tax 

Revenue 

33558.11 42294.99 39653.42 47468.81 

C. Public Private 

Partnership 

30671.81 24010.00 13657.24 19010.00 

(A+B+C) Total 

Revenue from 

Internal Sources 

99952.45 106765.70 92288.85 112009.06 

Govt. Grant 45989.87 49757.50 47172.08 79572.00 

TOTAL RECEIPT 145942.32 156523.20 139460.93 191581.06 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 120392.40 167536.05 144970.46 215185.39 

Surplus(+) Deficit(-) (+) 25549.92 (-) 11012.85 (-) 5509.53 (-)23604.33 
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4.0. OVERVIEW 

 

4.1. You are aware that, this is my fourth budget statement as the Mayor 

of Kolkata. Our Board has been in office for about four years now 

and we have been consolidating our views, policies and positions 

for improved infrastructure and rendering better civic services to the 

citizens whom we serve. I see a budget statement as an annual 

financial statement in the context of a long-term perspective. Our 

fourth budget statement presents our vision and road maps as well 

as immediate action points.  

 

4.2. I mentioned earlier also that we are standing in a crossroad. We 

have to embrace the buzzword “Globalisation”, though we know 

many demerits of the process. We are in full endeavour to change 

the city to make it a global cosmopolis in true sense, and also 

explore the technology and opportunity in our favour to make our 

city of International standard. In this context, I want to draw the 

attention of all members of this august house to an important and 

alarming issue. You are well aware about the worldwide economic 

recession. India, being an open economy, is also grossly affected 

by the same. This will automatically affect the other two tiers of 

Government, viz. State and Local Bodies. We have prepared this 

year’s budget keeping in mind the effects of global recession. We 

are really concerned about reduction of income in many heads 

due to slowdown in economic activities and increase of 

expenditure in some heads for maintaining provision of basic 

services at a given level.  

 

4.3. We have been continuing with a three-pronged strategy. Firstly, 

continuous renewal of our city’s basic infrastructure. We require 
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huge investment this year also in basic infrastructure like the water 

supply facilities, the roads, the tunnels, the pipes, the drains. 

Secondly, qualitative improvement and reforms in our e-

infrastructure are continually required for our responsiveness to the 

citizenry. Thirdly, we want to be citizen-centric through Business 

Process Re-engineering. Many valiant efforts toward building of 

infrastructure earlier had failed, because the citizens, our true 

masters, were not kept at the center of our world. The financial-

fiscal framework I present today has this three-pronged approach 

as its underlying framework.  

 

4.4. In the context of an annual budget, my first duty would be to 

present a profile of the financial health of our organization. Sound 

financial health of an organization only can ensure provision of 

proper services. I have pride in submitting that even after economic 

slowdown due to recession we are going from strength to strength 

in improving the financial robustness of the Kolkata Municipal 

Corporation. In 2008-09, the size of the third Budget of our Board 

was about Rs 2000 crore. Maintaining this upward trend we present 

this year’s budget for an amount of Rs 3000 Crore (approx.). This 

proves our financial health and effectiveness in maintaining the 

same. Also it proves our commitment towards development and 

improvement of citizen-centric services. 

 

4.5. While we are growing in overall strength, our internal mobilization of 

resource deserves particular mention.  We are growing primarily 

because we have been able to mobilize our own resources and 

have been able to garner revenue on our own strength. A few 

years back, our internal mobilization was 50% of our total budget 

size. In the proposed budget, we are estimating our internal 
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mobilization to the level of about 60%.  We have given particular 

stress on maintaining financial independence of Corporation. 

 

4.6 I am glad to inform this house that we have been able to maintain 

our “CCRA+ stable” rating for this year also from CRISIL, a renowned 

credit rating agency of world fame. Also it is to mention here that 

this agency has appreciated our financial health as well as our 

reforms in different sectors. It has concluded that Kolkata Municipal 

Corporation is moving in right direction and if the reforms are 

properly implemented, Kolkata Municipal Corporation will be a 

centre of excellence for City Management and Governance.  

 

4.7   Members may kindly recall that I informed this house during my last 

Budget Presentation about our efforts to change the Accounting 

System from age-old accounting system to the latest accounting 

system. We are successful to a greater extent and the process will 

be continued in future. Members of this august house will be happy 

to note that we are implementing the recommendation of our 

financial consultant, the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India 

– Accounting Research Foundation in a phased manner. This is 

further to inform this house that we have introduced Oracle - ERP 

system in our Central Stores as a test case as per recommendation 

of our IT Consultant, Tata Consultancy Services. We are also going 

to implement the ERP system in our Engineering Departments as well 

as in Finance & Accounts Department very soon. This system will be 

introduced through our Central Server and network already 

installed. Introduction of this system will help us to maintain our 

accounting records efficiently and in a more transparent manner.  It 

is pertinent to mention here that CRISIL has specifically mentioned 

that in accounting system, Kolkata Municipal Corporation is in 
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advanced stage compared to other civic Corporations in India. 

Also, members will agree with me that through our regular Audit by 

the Examiner of Local Accounts, West Bengal, a wing of the 

Principal Accountant General, West Bengal and by our regular and 

consistent receipt of “True and Fair” certificate from the Auditor, 

have been able to make the accounting system of our Kolkata 

Municipal Corporation a transparent and competent one. 

 

4.8. Our revenue mobilization growth makes us proud. In some sectors 

incomes have been affected due to the recession and sometimes 

also due to our emphasis on social good, in preference to revenue 

mobilization. Still the table below will show our commitment for 

revenue collection for this civic body.  

                                                                                                Figures in lakh 

Receipts 2007-08 2008-09 

(Revised) 

2009-10 

(Estimated) 

Total Tax Revenue 35722.53 38978.19 45530.25 

Total Non-Tax 

Revenue 

33558.11 39653.42 47468.81 

PPP 30671.81 13657.24 19010.00 

Total Revenue (own 

source) 

99952.45 92288.85 112009.06 

Total Govt. Grant 45989.87 47172.08 79572.00 

Total Revenue 

Receipt 

145942.32 139460.93 191581.06 

Receipt from other 

Agencies 

(Suspense Head 

Contra) 

41982.47 62472.70 89720.00 

Total Receipt 187924.79 201933.63 281301.06 
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4.9. Our particular success comes from Public Private Partnerships (PPP) 

exercises and monetization of land. In the first year’s budget 

speech, I had delineated the principles of our PPP strategies. I had 

also indicated why I propose to monetize the idly lying land assets 

of ours for leveraging our strengths. It will not be out of context to 

quote the comments of CRISIL in this respect. It has commented 

that, “Kolkata Municipal Corporation has a major land bank and 

KMC has shown its eagerness to use this land bank in a proper way 

to repay its debt and to provide fund for future development”.   We 

intend to improve our city’s infrastructure by collecting funds from 

newer sources. We have got sanction for different infrastructure 

projects from Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission 

(JNNURM). Kolkata Municipal Corporation has to bear huge 

expenditure for these projects and we are garnering funds towards 

this direction from monetization of land. Members of this august 

house will be glad to know that in 2008-09 we have earned Rs. 

136.57 crore through PPP and land monetization exercises. We can 

reap the dividend of market economy and may utilise the same for 

betterment of weaker section of our citizenry. It will not be out of 

context to mention that worldwide recession will affect this front 

and we have to be cautious and patient in handling future 

transactions. 

 

4.10. We are completing all procedural formalities at a fast pace to 

introduce Unit Area Based Assessment System for property tax from 

next financial year as per amended KMC Act and also as per 

suggestion of the Municipal Valuation Committee, constituted by 

the State Government for this purpose. Municipal Valuation 

Committee is suggesting different formulae for zoning the city for an 
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improved and transparent mechanism of property tax collection 

which will be implemented on approval by the Corporation.  This 

Committee, as well as the Anomaly Review Committee as 

mentioned above, has as members eminent experts in this field so 

that   assessment problems can be resolved in a most judicious way. 

 

4.11 Citizen’s Charters, duly published, not only allow guarantees   to our 

citizen but also ensure timely performance of duties by KMC 

officials. The Charters have categorically mentioned the obligations 

and compulsions of different employees and officers at different 

levels of this Corporation for providing different services like 

“Mutation” or grant of “No Objection Certificate” etc. Ensuring tax 

payer’s right is one of our aims besides increase of tax collection. It 

will be worth mentioning that by introducing “Lok-Adalat”, a citizen 

friendly step taken by the Municipal Corporation, we could settle 

301 long - pending disputes during last year. Many eminent lawyers 

of the Hon’ble High Court of Calcutta have also taken part in this 

“Lok-Adalat”. 

 

4.12. For Licence Department also we have published a Citizen’s Charter.  

We have categorically mentioned provision of different services, 

required documents for those and responsibility of different 

employees of Kolkata Municipal Corporation. Though we are 

increasing our revenue from Licence Department we do not think 

that this is only a mechanism for revenue augmentation, rather it 

creates balance in different societal requirements. In consultation 

with the Fire Services Department of the Government of West 

Bengal, some trades have been identified where obtaining 

clearance from the Fire Department has been made mandatory for 

issue of Trade Licence. For example, we are not allowing 
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indiscriminate operation of ceremonial houses at every place. We 

cannot allow running of this ceremonial houses without compliance 

of proper rules and regulations in this respect. In fact, we should be 

very careful in issuing Trade Licence as we recently experienced a 

number of fire hazards in different buildings of our city. However, 

keeping long-term perspectives in mind we are not proposing any 

significant change in fees structure of licence department. Also, we 

are not proposing any major change in fee structure of our 

Amusement Department.  

 

4.13. In the Advertisement Department also, we propose that revenue 

mobilization should be juxtaposed with decent civic policies. The 

members will be happy to know that, in the current financial year 

too, we have been able to mobilize significantly large amounts of 

revenue from advertisements, just as we have done under other 

heads. Side by side, we are also ensuring that advertisement 

hoardings are not in a position to blur or shroud visions of heritage 

buildings, parks and water bodies. We did not issue permission for 

erection of even a single street hoarding during the last four years. I 

propose no significant change in the advertisement fee structure in 

the next financial year. Once again, we invoke the theme of long-

term stability. To add, the Advertisement Policy that we have 

recently introduced should have a long term impact on our 

cityscape. 

 

4.14. We earn a decent amount from parking fee. But we are against 

allowing parking lot at every place. We have decided to allow 

parking lots in consultation with Kolkata Police. This is an example of 

juxtaposing revenue mobilization with decent civic policies. We 
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would go forward in a more comprehensive manner in the coming 

days keeping the above principle in mind.  

 

4.15. Kolkata Municipal Corporation generates sizeable revenue from 

Building Department. Here also, we are concerned about social 

considerations as well as revenue augmentation.  In earlier years we 

could garner around Rs. 50 crore annually from this department. We 

have been successful in radically changing the profile. In 2007-08 

the collection on this account was Rs.134 crore and for 2008-09 the 

figure is Rs146 crore. This year also we expect to earn 175 crore. This 

reflects that a municipal body’s income is directly related with 

development of industry, economy and urban life. Also, it reflects 

our tireless effort in revenue realization. But we cannot be indifferent 

about compliance of legal provisions. We could strongly handle the 

issue of illegal construction of buildings. In the financial year 2008-09, 

946 nos. of notices for demolition of unauthorized/ uninhabitable 

building were issued and we could demolish 75 nos. of illegal 

buildings with the help of Kolkata Police. But we may require 

changing some rules and regulations for those who are beyond the 

scope of law due to certain historical reasons or compulsions. We 

have taken some effort to regularize the building plans of low 

income and middle income families in ward no. 100 – 141. About 

430 middle income families have got their building sanctions 

approved and are paying property tax regularly by this time. We will 

take similar effort in rehabilitation colonies, Kasba and other 

industrial estates, Chingrighata bustee, Sahapur etc. I would request 

members of this august house to inspire citizens of their wards to 

comply with provisions of law.  
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4.16.   Hon’ble members of this house would be happy to note that, we 

are anxious to give everyone his due in same vein as we are eager 

to collect our dues. Our contractors-agencies expect quick 

payments from our end. Earlier, there used to be inordinate delay in 

making these payments. This resulted in slow progress of work in 

different projects. We have taken many effective steps in this 

regard. Payments are being ensured within 3-4 months from the 

date of submission of bill in the finance department. Payees can 

download “Payment Advice” from our website and can get their 

dues without any hassle. This will ensure improvement in quality of 

works. This system of issuing payment advice through our website 

eliminates the scope of avoidable persuasion for getting payment. 

 

4.17. The members would be happy to note that we have prepared our 

annual accounts for 2007-2008 and the same have been placed 

before the Examiner of Local Accounts, West Bengal for Audit. 

Recently we have received the report with “true and fair view” 

certificate for the same. We feel pride to mention here that we got 

“true and fair view” certificate from our auditor for every year since 

2003-04. 

 

4.18. I will take this opportunity to inform this house that we are placing 

unprecedented amount of emphasis on internal audit now. 

Members are aware that we have been decentralizing and 

delegating our powers in a radical way. But what requires mention 

here is that decentralization and delegation often bring laxity within 

the organization and it is imperative that we tighten our internal 

control mechanism at this critical juncture. We are using internal 

audit as a management tool to protect our exchequer and to 
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ensure that powers are not misused in the recently empowered 

organs.  

 

4.19. I now move on to the realm of civic services. We are maintaining 

our effort to improve drinking water supply in different areas of 

Behala and the south western parts of our city. Works are going on 

in Ward no 124 for building an underground reservoir cum booster 

pumping station at Daspara. Similar work is also going on at Siriti in 

Ward no 116. Works related to laying of 1000 mm dia inlet at Gandhi 

Maidan Booster Pumping Station is at its final stage, laying of 

overflow pipe will also be finished shortly. Recently, we have taken 

up construction of 1 MGD reservoir at Ranikuthi Booster Pumping 

Station and the works are going on in good pace. We are also 

involved with a project of Water Treatment plant through KMW&SA 

for supply of drinking water at Garden Reach area. We are laying 

extensive pipelines for this project. 

 

4.20. We believe that improvement and augmentation of capacity in 

Garden Reach Works under KMW&SA is required for supply of better 

drinking water to Garden Reach and Behala areas. We have 

committed Rs 36 crore from Kolkata Municipal Corporation for a 15 

MGD capacity new plant in Garden Reach Works. We have 

already passed on Rs. 5 crore as first instalment. The project is being 

implemented. 

 

4.21. Members of the house are aware that we have got sanction of 

JNNURM for a 30 MGD water treatment plant in Dhapa. There was a 

pending court case, but members will be happy to note that after 

getting clearance of the Hon’ble High Court, foundation stone has 

been laid on 13-01-2009 for this project. Also we have taken up a 
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separate project related to development of distribution network at 

a cost of Rs 215 Crore which also has received approval of 

JNNURM. We will get water from Mayer Ghat, Bagbazar for this 

project and the water will finally reach far-flung areas of East 

Kolkata. This shows our commitment to provide safe drinking water 

to the citizens of East Kolkata.  

 

4.22 I informed this august house last year that, the transmission and 

distribution grids are also receiving our careful attention. We have 

taken a project for renewal of old transmission lines from Palta to 

Tallah. The project has been sanctioned by JNNURM at a cost of Rs. 

305 crore. We have already procured 8 KM length of 64” dia steel 

pipe from Steel Authority of India Ltd. These pipes will be laid 

through latest technology (Trenchless Technology or Micro 

tunneling). Rites Ltd, a Government of India undertaking, has been 

engaged as Project Management Consultant for this project. 

 

4.23. I would like to initiate the question of water tariff now. Globally, it is 

increasingly being felt everywhere that water should not come 

indiscriminately, free of cost. Water is a costly product. Those who 

can afford should pay for this costly product. We are not claiming 

the cost towards plan expenditure or investment.  But KMC should 

recover some portion of the expenses on operation and 

maintenance.  Otherwise, how will our poorer brethren be given 

some more services in provisions of water! Besides, wastage of 

water has to be arrested.  There is continuous wastage of water in 

different corners of the city.  Water meters help in computing flow of 

water and this will ultimately reduce wastage of water. Considering 

this, a decision has been taken that water meters will be installed as 

a pilot project in different parts of the city through KEIP in phases.  
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4.24. Members will be glad to know that we are enhancing our allocation 

and expenditure in the water supply sector. In 2007-08, the actual 

expenditure incurred in the water supply sector was Rs. 138.89 crore. 

In 2008-09, the expenditure was Rs. 160.67 crore (approx.). For the 

next year, I propose an amount of Rs. 271.64 Crore in the water 

supply sector.  As I keep on mentioning, our effort is to ensure that 

potable water reaches the last citizen of our city. 

 

4.25. In Road Sector, we can claim that we have developed more user-

friendly and smoother roads in unison with the overall development 

of Kolkata City. Still we are not complacent, we are committed to 

develop and maintain higher standards.    

 

4.26. We are systematically introducing mastic asphalt on the roads 

where HRBC has completed concretization of tram tracks. The 

works that have started or will start shortly are:  DPS Road (Balance 

part from Prince Anwar Shah Road to Tollygunge Rail Bridge), CIT 

Road (Ultadanga crossing to Kankurgachhi crossing), Nirmal 

Chandra Street (Lenin Sarani to BB Ganguly Street), and Northern 

part of Manicktala Main Road (From Kankurgachhi crossing to 

Kankurgachhi underpass). 

 

4.27 In the financial year 2008-09 the roads on which mastic asphalt 

works have been completed/ yet to be completed at a stretch of 

18 kms are : Satish Mukherjee Road, Andul Raj Road, AT Mukherjee 

Road (from Exide crossing to Ramesh Mitra Road), C G R Road (DH 

Road to gate no 7), Jatin Bagchi Road, Beltala Road, Fern Road 

(Balance Portion), Bardhaman Road, Alipur Road ( National Library 

to Judges Court Road), Pramatha Chowdhury Sarani & Durgapur 
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Bridge, balance portion of Belvedere Road, Sahitya Parishad Street 

(Bidhan Sarani to APC Road), Nirad Behari Mullick Road (from Canal 

West Road), Bidhannagar Road (CIT Road to EM Bypass), Maharshi 

Debendra Road (Shovabazar Street to Nimtala Ghat Street), portion 

of Orient Row and New Park Street.  

 

4.28 In this financial year, we have planned for mastic asphalt work for 

another 32 kms roads.  The roads which we have earmarked for this 

purpose are: S.P. Mukherjee Road (Ramesh Mitra Road to Hazra 

Crossing), Hazra Road (S.P. Mukherjee Road to Kalighat Bridge), 

Dover Lane (Gariahat & Rashbehari Avenue to Hazra Road), 

Tollygunge Road (Rashbehari Avenue to Tollygunge Circular Road), 

Alipore Road (Judges Court Road to Bardhaman Road), Judges 

Court Road, Layelka Road (NSC Bose Road to Pallisree), Upen 

Banerjee Road (Parnasree to Zinzira Bazar), balance portion of 

Baishnabghata Patuli Connector, Bidhan Sarani, BB Ganguly Street,  

Lindsay Street, Prafulla Sarkar Street, Munshi Bazar Street, Gobinda 

Khatik Road, Bankim Chatterjee Street, Rabindra Sarani, Ramesh 

Mitra Road, Priyanath Mullick Road, Dhandevi Khanna Road, UC 

Banerjee Road, Arif Road (Muchibazar to Canal East Road), 

Bagmari Road (Manicktala Main Road to EM Bypass), Sukanta 

Sarani, Rakhal Ghosh Road, K G Bose Sarani, Satya Doctor Road, 

Watgunge Road.  

 

4.29 We have successfully completed the improvement as well as 

widening of the road surfaces in the following cases: Nayabad Link 

Road, balance portion of Canal South Road, Chakgaria, East Topsia 

Road, DPP Road. Some roads could not be widened because of 

some problems especially for environmental reasons. They are:  Raja 

Manindra Road (Northern part), Beleghata Main Road (Northern 
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part), Dr. Sarat Banerjee Road, Vivekanada Park (Part), roads 

adjacent to Jodhpur Park, Aswini Dutta Road, Lake Terrace.  Apart 

from these, the roads which are under consideration are: 

Madudaha Ahalyanagar, balance portion of Nayabad Link Road, 

P. Mazumdar Road. 

 

 4.30 In the financial year 2008-09, we have completed thorough 

repairing of following roads: Kali Charan Ghosh Road, Dipen Ghosh 

Sarani, Sahitya Parishad Street, Bagmari Road, Northern part of 

Maniktala Road (Kankugachhi crossing to Kankurgachhi 

underpass), Sealdah Low Level Road, Bosepukur Road, G S Bose 

Road, B. B. Ganguly Street (in front of Koley Market), Arabinda 

Sarani (Part), Aamir Khan Sarani, New Oxytown, Banerjeepara 

Road, road adjacent to Daighat Bridge, Agarwala Garden Road 

near Nandana Park, Maharani Indira Devi Road, Netajipalli Road, 

Sodepur 1st & 2nd Lane (Part), Ramthakur Sarani (Part), Banamali 

Naskar Road (Part).   

 

4.31 In 2008-09, we completed repairing of 189 nos. of local roads for 185 

kms. by using hot asphaltum mixture. We have planned for repairing 

of about 200 nos. of local roads for 210 kms. in length in this year. 

Hon’ble members of this august house will be glad to know that 

percentage of road of our city has increased to 8.2 percent as 

reported in a recent survey. 

 

4.32 Hon’ble members of this house may recall that we accepted a 

proposal for reducing the level of the height of the roads which is 

ever increasing by miller machine and through recycling the 

retrieved materials by cold recycling process. We have initiated 

works through tender process for 10 kms of length as a test case. We 
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have started works at Udaysankar Sarani. We will take up Prince 

Anwar Shah Road, Convent Road and Northern Avenue in future. 

 

4.33 We have started constructing / strengthening of some roads 

through Public-Private Partnership.   In this context the important 

roads are: East Topsia Road, Chakgaria Road. Some other roads 

are: Chowbhaga Road, (EM Bypass – from Kalikapur crossing to 

Heritage School). After completion of tender process, the 

Contractor has been asked to submit DPR. At present, survey is 

going on there. Similarly, survey work is going on at D.C. Dey Road 

(E M Bypass to Hughes Road).  

 

 4.34 In this regard, I would like to mention that, we are at final stage of 

tendering works related to construction of an under pass near 

Bidhannagar Railway Station and on Southern part of New Cut 

Canal with a view to connecting Gajnabi Setu in North-East Kolkata 

with the Nazrul Islam Avenue approaching Airport.  RITES Ltd., a GoI 

undertaking, has been engaged as Project Management 

Consultant. 

 

4.35 I would like to address this august house that of late we are taking 

an effective role in re-arranging the road dividers with an eye to 

traffic security in consultation with the Police Authority.  The roads 

on which such initiatives have been taken are: Chitta Ranjan 

Avenue, Jatindramohan Avenue, AJC Bose Road (near Sealdah 

Station and in front of NRS Hospital), Ultadanga Main Road, Raja 

S.C. Mallick Road (in front of Jadavpur University), DPS Road (in front 

of Tollygunge Metro Station), Brabourne Road, Bhupen Bose 

Avenue. In this financial year we will take up: APC Road 

(Shyambazar five point crossing to Khanna Cinema crossing & 
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Sealdah Station to Rajabazar Crossing), Alipore Road (in front of 

National Library), Bidhannagar Road (Hudco crossing to EM Bypass), 

Jawaharlal Nehru Road (near Russell street crossing) etc.  

 

4.36 Apart from the roads that will be negotiated by our Roads Deptt. in 

the manner mentioned above, there are the road works to be 

undertaken by the Boroughs.  During 2008-09, 150 kms (approx.) of 

feeder roads and local roads have been thoroughly repaired.  

Some of the important roads are :  Kashi Nath Dutta Road, Gopal 

Chandra Bose Lane, Raja Nabakrishna Street, Karbala Tank Lane, 

Bidhannagar Road, Arif Road, Amratala Street, Mullick Street, Terreti 

Bazar Street, British India Street, Grant Street, Crooked Lane, 

Radhanath Chowdhury Road, Metropolitan Main Road, South 

Tangra Road, Monoharpukur Road, Sasisekhar Bose Road, 

Bhukailash Road (Ramgarh), Naktala Road, Atabagan Road, 

Bidhan Pally Road, Ambagan Road, Niranjanpally Road, Rajani 

Banerjee Road, RN Tagore Road, Khaldhari Road, Paharpur Road 

and its bye lanes, Eastern Park 2nd Lane, Third Road, Santosh Ray 

Road, Chatterjeepara Road, Netaji Sarak Road, lanes in Rabindra 

Abasan etc.  

 

4.37 In this financial year, we have made arrangements for repairing 

through the Boroughs 350 local roads for a length of about 175 kms 

by using hot asphaltum mixture.  The names of the roads will be 

finalized in consultation with the local Councillors and Borough 

Committees.  

 

4.38 In 2008-09, we spent about Rs. 225 crore for total roads 

improvement/repairing. This year, I have proposed budget 

allocation of Rs. 217.50 crore for the city roads.   
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4.39  I would like to inform that we have initiated footpath developments 

in a big way throughout the city.  The roads on which such work has 

gained momentum include: Rashbehari Avenue, Surawardi 

Avenue, Sundari Mohon Avenue, Lindsay Street, Bertram Street, 

Bidhan Sarani, Rajendralal Mitra Road, Narkeldanga Main Road, 

Amherst Street (Part), Bankim Chatterjee Street, Surya Sen Street, 

Shakespeare Sarani (Balance Part), Convent Road, Radhanath 

Chowdhury Road, Purna Das Road, Southern Avenue (Balance 

Part), Hazra Road, Gariahat Road (South), Nalini Ranjan Avenue 

etc.  

 

 4.40 In this financial year also considerable importance will be attached 

to illumination of ‘No Light’ areas & ill-lit pockets of the city, mainly 

situated in the added areas and in the slums. In this process, 

incandescent lamps have been successfully replaced by tube 

lights, and tube lights have been successfully replaced with high 

illuminating powerful HPSV lamps of 400 W & 250 W mainly. In 2008-

09, 5205 HPSV lamps have been installed along with 4752 tube 

lights. It is proposed to install approximately 5550 HPSV lamps and 

5000 tube lights in this financial year. We are also giving stress on 

introduction of solar lights. Incidentally, it may be appreciated that 

indiscriminate installation of vapour lamp should be avoided 

considering the fact that it causes damage to the greeneries and 

also affects the habitation condition of birds etc. We should take 

care of it. 

 

4.41  The work plan remains unchanged in the renovation works of the 

lighting systems in the major city roads in phased manner. In 2008-

09, the streets/roads on which street light poles have been 
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restored/being restored are: Sarat Bose Road, Southern Avenue, 

Rashbehari Avenue, Hem Chandra Naskar Road, Sundarimohan 

Avenue and part of Bidhan Sarani etc.   In this financial year, the 

Deptt. proposes to renovate street lights of : remaining parts of the 

above mentioned roads, CIT Road, Palmer Bazar Road, Acharyya 

Jagadish Chandra Bose Road, Free School Street, Prince Anwar 

Shah Road, DPS Road, Raja SC Mallick Road, part of Netaji Subhas 

Chandra Bose Road etc.  

 

 4.42 Another very vital area of works is maintaining the eight 

Mahashamshans (cremation ghats) within the city of Kolkata. We 

have already overhauled and upgraded two old air pollution 

control devices at Sahanagar Burning Ghat. One old air pollution 

control device in each of Sirity and Kashi Mitra Burning Ghats has 

also been upgraded in 2008-09.  Of late, one furnace each at Garia 

and Birjunala Burning Ghat has been overhauled. Upgradation work 

of the electrical substation at Sahanagar Burning Ghat in the next 

financial year Is in good pace and we expect to complete the 

same soon. We have a plan to install new 3rd & 4th electric furnace 

along with air pollution control devices at Ramakrishna and Garia 

Burning Ghat in this financial year. Also we have plans to upgrade 

electrical sub station at Garia and Nimtala in this year. We are also 

taking up improvement of lighting and development of Burial 

Grounds. In 2008-09, we spent Rs. 190.21 crore in the lighting and 

electricity sector. In this financial year, an enhanced amount of Rs. 

218.21 crore will be provided for in the budget. 
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4.43 Drainage System is a very important aspect for our city.  This august 

house is well aware that the present Board has laid much 

importance on this issue.   

 

4.44 As I mentioned earlier, the main defect of the drainage system in 

our core city area is that the sewer lines have not been cleaned for 

quite a few decades.  For years together, the sewer lines remained 

silted.  The age-old sewer lines of the core city area don’t fit with the 

present requirement of larger diameter.  Added to this problem is 

the siltation of the lines which reduce their discharge capacity to a 

great extent.  Moreover, the silt has become as hard as stone in 

many such lines.  For combating such an adverse situation, we have 

taken up two voluminous jobs worth Rs. 634 crore.  A project for Rs. 

113 crore for Non-man-entry brick sewers and another project for Rs. 

521 crore for Man-entry brick sewers have been launched.  For 

these two projects, approved by JNNURM, we will be funding one-

third of the total budget, rest will be funded by Government of India 

and Government of West Bengal one third each.  Already we have 

issued work order for Rs. 550.72 crore approximately.  Our P&D 

Deptt. is implementing these projects.  In case of Man-entry sewers, 

the works have been initiated in APC Road, Kolutolla Street, 

Rashbehari Avenue, Beadon Street, Canning Street, Lenin Sarani, 

Nimtala Ghat Street, Hazra Road and AJC Bose Road by using 

Trenchless Technology.  Works are also in progress in case of Non-

man-entry sewers.  

 

4.45. A special project in the name of ‘Project Nikashi’ was launched by 

our Board to solve the perennial drainage problem in some areas in 

the core city. We have successfully completed Phase-I & II of this 

project. We will be continuing with such efforts. 
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4.46 Notable works which had been successfully completed under the 

first phase of   ‘Project Nikashi’ are - de-silting and rehabilitation of 

the brick sewers at Free School Street, laying of rider sewers at 

Southern Avenue, installation of proper drainage system (e.g. those 

at Raja Subodh Mullick Road, Swinhoe Lane, CIT Road etc), 

construction of the lifting station at Ultadanga etc. Repair and 

refurbishing works of several other pumping stations have been 

completed. Also, Drainage Department has procured following at a 

cost of Rs. 3.43 crore: 10 nos. Gully-pit Emptier, 1 new Jetting cum 

Suction Machine, 1 Jetting Machine, 1 Improvised Jetting cum 

Suction (Blow Vac Machine) and attached 2 suction dumps.   

 

4.47  We had earmarked an amount of Rs. 44 crore under Project Nikashi-

II. Notable works which have been successfully completed under 

Project Nikashi-II are - construction of sewers and gully-pits at CIT 

Road from Ultadanga to Kankurgachi, laying of sewers at M.G. 

Road from Rabindra Sarani to Kalakar Street etc. Construction work 

of a lifting station at Gokhale Road has been completed. The 

station at Marcus Square is nearing completion. Construction of 

gully-pits along Rash Behari Avenue, Ibrahim Road and Bose Pukur 

Road has been completed.  Work of laying a new sewer line in a 

portion of Rash Behari Connector is also going on. 

 

4.48  The most important and basic infrastructural intervention in the 

sewerage and  drainage sector in the city has been through the 

Kolkata Environmental Improvement Project (KEIP).  The central 

objective here is to set up an S & D structure in the added areas of 

the city (Br.XI, XII, XIII, XIV, XV) and in parts of boroughs I & VII.  In 

fact, 79% of the works budget of the KEIP relate to the S&D works in 
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these areas.  Another15% of the works budget of KEIP would relate 

to canal rehabilitation and that is also integral to the upgradation 

of our S & D system.  3% each of the project cost is being utilized in 

the areas of Slum Improvement & Solid Waste Management. 

 

4.49  In overall terms, the total works budget of KEIP is now to the tune of 

Rs.1290 crore.  Uptil now, we have been able to award works for 

Rs.1236 crore. Some additional work packages have been 

conceived in the project. They are: Procurement & Installation of 

Water Meters, lining of Keorapukur Canal (balance portion) & 

rehabilitation of canals in East Kolkata Wetlands area etc. These 

balance works yet to be awarded are estimated to be to the tune 

of Rs.54 crore.  Progress of financial expenditure of this project is 

quite satisfactory. The project could disburse only Rs. 66 crore from 

2002 to 2005, whereas expenditure of 2005-06, 2006-07 & 2007-08 

were Rs 74 crore, 151 crore & 190 crore respectively. We could 

spend Rs 265 crore in 2008-09. This upward trend of the expenditure 

shows that the project is in good pace and we are now well placed 

to achieve completion of the project by the December 2010 time 

line. We have completed our deliverables in Slum Improvement and 

Solid Waste Management component of the project. We have 

published a white paper about the project for information and 

perusal of our Hon’ble members. 

 

4.50  Insofar as particularly the S & D works of KEIP are concerned, such 

works are in full swing in the boroughs 1, 7, 12, & 15. Works in 

Borough Nos. 13 & 14 are about to be completed.   We expect that 

many localities in boroughs 11, 12, 13 & 14 will surely get much 

better result before the onset of the monsoon this year. 
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4.51   I would like to specially mention that works for construction of new 

pumping stations for storm weather flow at Chowbhaga, 

Keorapukur and Manikhali are in full swing.  Renewal of 17 old 

pumping stations will be completed shortly under the project. 

 

4.52  The canal rehabilitation works of the KEIP are organically related to 

the S & D works.  The canal works in the TP system, Tollygunge 

Panchannagram Basin, Manikhali and Keorapukur have been 

progressing satisfactorily. We have already rehabilitated some 

important canals. They are: A0-A1, AA, DD1, EE1 minor, Western 

canals of BB1 under TP Basin, CPT Canal, Parnashree canal, defunct 

Manikhali Canal, Begore, Begore Branch and upper stream of 

Manikhali under Manikhali Basin.    Works in IC canal and TP canal 

are going on. We have initiated the excavation of Churial Canal in 

May, 2008 and the same is being done through “wet dredging” 

method. We should be cautious and take proactive action so that 

these canals are not again choked due to improper waste disposal. 

Only then we will get full benefit of the sewerage system. 

 

4.53  The S & D and the canal rehabilitation works of KEIP are linked to the 

resettlement issue.    Uptil now, we have constructed 2181 flats and 

distributed 1767 flats to the affected canal bank dwellers in Purba 

Putiary, Kasba, Nonadanga and Shampamirzanagar. Flats are 

being built at Kalagachhia for affected canal bank dwellers of 

Churial. Construction of all flats for resettlement will be completed 

soon. 

 

4.54  We have taken some effective steps for initiating KEIP Phase-II. We 

have already discussed different issues with Urban Development & 

Economic Affairs Departments in the Government of India and 
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Asian Development Bank after we got a positive reaction from the 

Government of West Bengal once they were convinced about 

necessity and outcome of the intervention in Phase-II. Estimated 

project cost of this phase would be Rs. 2500 crore. We are planning 

to dovetail grant from JNNURM and loan from ADB to finance the 

cost of this phase. Preliminary Design Report has already been 

prepared in February, 2009 and the Detailed Project Report (DPR) is 

expected to be completed by July, 2009. 

 

4.55 I shall now move on to the very important and critical subject of 

solid waste management (SWM). As the Hon’ble members are 

aware, solid waste management is divided into three segments: 

primary collection; intermediate transportation to the land fill site; 

and, disposal. We are revamping each segment in a planned 

manner. 

 

 4.56 We are continuing our effort to install trash bins on footpath for 

improvement of primary collection especially from pedestrian 

public. We installed 595 such bins in 2007-08. In 2008-09 footpaths of 

following roads were covered under this initiative:  Ballygunge 

Circular Road, Rawdon Street, Syed Amir Ali Avenue, Rashbehari 

Avenue, S N Banerjee Road, Santoshpur Lake, Rabindra Sarovar, 

AJC Bose Road, Chittaranjan Avenue, College Street etc. This year 

we plan to install 3000 such bins. 

 

4.57 We are starting collection of wastes from roads within city area 

owned by KMDA/Irrigation/PWD/Port Trust. Some of them are: EM 

Bypass, Lake Garden Flyover, Rashbehari Connector, Prince Anwar 

Shah Connector, Canal West Road, Canal East Road etc. We are 

also starting clearing of wastes at Roads and Ghats along the 
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Ganga river from this year, although it was the responsibility of the 

Kolkata Port Trust.  

 

4.58 In the intermediate transportation stage, we could improve our 

system and performance last year significantly by providing 2 new 

Bulldozers, 3 Pay loaders and 9 new Mechanical Sweepers and 

maintaining the existing fleet of vehicles properly. We have added 

3 more Mechanical Sweepers along with existing 9 Mechanical 

Sweepers. We have plan to procure 40 Tipper Trucks (Euro-III), 2 Pay 

loaders and 1 Bulldozer to improve the transportation and 

replacement of existing tipper trucks (non-Euro). Survey work has 

been completed to put to service ‘transportable compactors’ so 

that the presently exposed huge open city garbage vats can be 

kept out of sight of the public in general and we are considering our 

next steps.    

 

4.59  Insofar as the disposal at the city landfill site is concerned, the life 

and load-bearing capacity of the present Dhapa site is almost 

exhausted and being spurred by the immediate need to find new 

additional land for landfill, we have been able to negotiate about 

105 bighas of land from the farmers upon payment of 

compensation; we have completed barbwire fencing of the area 

to make it useful for the coming few years as an interim 

arrangement as per Waste Management & Handling Act, 2000. A 

fully functional scientific landfill would require a total of 837 bighas 

of land, for which discussions are on. In this financial year, we intend 

to construct another weighbridge at Dhapa. Rehabilitation work-1st 

Phase in the canal of the waste disposal site has been completed 

to improve the drainage system in connection roads at the disposal 

site. Works in the 2nd phase is also on the way of completion. 
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4.60 In the coming two years a project named “Capacity Building For 

Industrial Pollution Management”, at the Kalmiban-Makaltala 

dumping site of existing Dhapa , spreading across 23 acres, will be 

taken up for treatment. During this phase, no solid waste will be 

dumped in this area. But the rest 47 acres of dumping site will be in 

use for the next 5 years. Later on, the gas emitted out of this area 

will be collected. Because of this restrictive measure, pollution 

hazard will be reduced. This project is being implemented by the 

West Bengal Pollution Control Board with the financial assistance 

from the World Bank (85 percent) and State Govt. (15 percent).  

 

4.61  In the last financial year 2008-09, we spent Rs. 213.31 crore in the 

SWM sector. In this financial year our proposed allocation is Rs. 

296.19 crore.   

 

4.62  We are aware about the role of Parks and Gardens in 

beautification of the city. In 2008-09, the Parks & Squares 

Department has been able to expand and set up a good number 

of new parks. The notable amongst these are – Children’s Park in 

Canal East Road near Arabinda Setu, Children’s Park at 50 

Chaulpatti Road, Small Park at Pagladanga, Small Park at 

Kasiabagan, Park adjacent to Peerless Hospital, Children’s Park at 

Surya Sen Nagar before Kasthadanga, Playground at 30, Birpara 

Lane, Children’s Park & Playground at Jaigirghat Road, Fencing of 

Sukanta Playground at Laha Colony, Children’s Park at Canal West 

Road, Children’s Park at Galiff Street beside the canal, Island at 

southern side, Playground at Satellite township “Juger Jatri”. Apart 

from these we have planned to develop following parks & squares: 

Ambedkar Park alongside Canal West Road from Narkeldanga 

Main Road crossing, Indira Park, Park at 28, Shibkrishna Dan Lane, 
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Playground of Deshbandhu School, Md. Ali Park, Abhay Haldar 

Park, Auckland Square, Rokeya Park, Park at 3/1 G J Khan Road, 

Field at Adarshanagar, 6, Vijaygarh, 10, Vijaygarh, Wireless Park, 2, 

Vidyasagar, 7, Vaishnabghata Lane, Bhola Bose Memorial Park at 

Naktala, 30, Birpara Lane, Kumartuli Park, Children’s Swimming Pool, 

Overall development of Tala Park & Deshbandhu Park, Sadhak 

Ramprasad Park, Shyam Square, Jagat Mukherjee Park, N K Deb 

Park, Park at 6, Dum Dum Road beside the pool; Madox Square, 

Northern Park, Ladies Park at Ramesh Mitra Road, Woodburn Park 

and nursery adjacent to it, Harish Park, Nabab Ali Park, Hossain Shah 

Park, Shahnagar Park etc. 

 

4.63  The Parks & Squares Department has also undertaken some major 

upgradation and renovation works in the existing parks. In 2008-09 

such improvement works have been undertaken in the following 

cases: Ramakrishna Park, Prafulla-Kshudiram Park, Netaji Subhas 

Park, Park at 239, Maniktala Main Road, Miabagan Park, Jorabagan 

Park, Ajand Hind Bag, Hrishikesh Park, Nature Millenium Park, 

Santosh Mitra Square, Lalbehari Park, Giri Banerjee Park, Raja 

Subodh Mullick Square, Park at Khanka Sharif Lane, Convent Park, 

Ladies Park at Rifle range, Dutta Phadkar Park, Jagannath Ghosh 

Park, Jodhpur Park, Park before Jyotirmoyee School, 2, Sree Colony 

Park, Aurobinda Park, Construction of a fountain and beautification 

of garden in the office complex of Borough- IX, Lansdowne 

Padmapukur Park, Chittaranjan Das Memorial Park, Mysore Park, BK 

Pal Park, Duttapara field, Goabagan, CIT Park, Deshabandhu Park, 

Jay Mitra Park, Children’s Park at Tara Shankar Sarani, Children’s 

Park at Mansatala Park, Children’s Park at Srinath Mukherjee Lane, 

Playground at Ganesh Ghosh Uddyan, Childrens Park at 

Nakuleswar Bhattacharjee Lane, Children’s Park at Rabindranagar. 
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4.64  We have started the beautification work for the stretch from E.M. 

By-pass to Rani Rashmoni Bazar alongside Chowlpatti Road.; we 

have planned to develop 4 more parks alongside the canals at 

Canal West Road, Galiff Street and Canal East Road. 

 

4.65  Besides all this, a general Green Campaign is also actively in 

progress. During 2008-09, we have planted numerous saplings in 

many parks and gardens across different wards of the city. Further, 

to increase awareness levels of the citizens in general, we have 

distributed almost 65,000 saplings free in different parts of the city. 

We have completed a project of intensive tree plantation for 3 

Kilometres on both sides of the canal from EM Bypass to Dhapa 

Dumping Ground.  

 

4.66  Under ‘Mission Beautification’, we could construct 2 beautiful islands 

one at Phoolbagan and another in front of Tollygunge Tram depot. 

Two other beautification of Boulevards project - one at Jadavpur 

and another at Southern Avenue would be completed soon. Other 

proposals are under active consideration and will be implemented 

in near future.  

 

4.67  Like yesteryears, even in the last financial year, KMC has won 

countless prizes including first prizes at different flower shows and 

exhibitions organized by the Calcutta High Court, West Bengal 

Legislative Assembly, Agri-Horticultural Society and other 

municipalities. This goes a long way to prove our excellence, 

expertise and commitment in this field.    
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4.68  In the last financial year, expenditure for parks and squares was Rs. 

21.18 crore. In this financial year, I propose to enhance the 

budgetary allocation to Rs. 25.17 crore for our Parks & Squares 

Department.  

 

4.69  We are improving quality of our municipal markets through repairs 

or renewal. We have adopted the approach of Public-Private-

Partnerships (PPP) for the development of our markets. Work of 

renewal of the College Street Market is progressing satisfactorily as 

per the PPP principles. Work in Lake Market is about to be 

completed and at Lansdowne Market it has gained momentum 

after we solved some longstanding problems. We are discussing 

different issues for renewal of Park Circus Market with the PPP 

partner. We shall also progressively start the work of development of 

the other markets. Also to improve the security arrangements in our 

municipal markets we have taken certain steps. Closed circuits 

cameras have been installed in Hogg Market, Entally Market and 

Gariahat Market. We have improved the fire extinguishing system in 

all markets.  

 

4.70  We are eager to maintain our city’s heritage. We have completed 

the first phase of work of the significant heritage renewal exercise in 

the Dalhousie Square-B.B.D. Bag area. Work for phase-II will start 

soon. We have generously donated to the cause of renewal and 

development of some of the city based heritage institutions and for 

this, we are grateful to the Heritage Conservation Committee for 

their valuable advice to us. Development works of Raja Ram 

Mohan Ray’s cemetery in Bristol could be completed at our behest. 

We are going to start restoration of some dilapidated temples by 

the side of Adi Ganga in consultation with respective department 
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of Jadavpur University. We beautified St. Andrew’s church by way 

of illumination. We have prepared an indexed, usable, 

ascertainable list of our heritage buildings as per rule. Kolkata 

Municipal Corporation exempted property tax of certain institutions 

to encourage repair of heritage buildings owned by them.  

 

4.71 Hon’ble members are aware that our beloved city was badly 

affected by devastating cyclone “Aila’ on 25th May, 2009. Though 

the scale of damages was not comparable with the damages in 

South Bengal districts, the city life had been disturbed temporarily. 

This was an unprecedented experience to us. Near about 1500 

trees and 700 street light posts were uprooted. Moreover, normal life 

of the city was paralysed due to disconnection of city electricity 

lines. Normalcy could be brought back within short time due to 

tireless effort of employees of our Corporation. Experienced with this 

incident, we are revamping our Disaster Management infrastructure 

and arranging procurement of related equipments and 

machineries on emergent basis.  

 

4.72 To maintain ecological balance, as per provisions of the Inland 

Fisheries Act, Kolkata Municipal Corporation has assumed 

management of abandoned water bodies in different wards for its 

development and they are run either by Self Help Groups or Fish 

Farmers’ Co-operative Society for fisheries. 

 

4.73  Health is a very important segment of Kolkata Municipal 

Corporation. Developmental activities undertaken in this sector 

reflect the seriousness of Corporation in protecting the overall 

health of its citizens. KMC is committed to provide quality preventive 

and curative health care to the citizens and more so to the poor 
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and slum dwellers of the city. With this in view, we have opened five 

(5) new ward health units, twenty  (20) new malaria clinics, forty 

seven (47) new tuberculosis detection centres and two (2) new 

leprosy cure units in the city. We have intensified our efforts so that 

we can establish one (1) health clinic and / or one(1) malaria clinic 

in each ward. 

 

4.74  Last year we tested blood samples of 2,36,577 persons from our 

Malaria Clinics. We could restrict the number of death to four (4) 

only though 51,266 (21.7%) persons tested positive for malaria out of 

above. Three (3) deaths occurred out of 184 dengue patients. In 

order to contain vector borne disease in this year, our Health 

Department has already engaged 550 field workers from January 

2009. In order to spread awareness about vector borne diseases 

amongst the public in general and school students in particular, 

relentless campaigns have been organized in various clubs, 

localities and schools by using slide shows and distribution of 

information leaflets. The same is also being achieved through the 

CUDP/CSIP/IPP-8 programs. Last year, we distributed medicines 

worth Rs 30 lakh amongst the slum dwellers of the city and have 

tried to increase the awareness of the slum dwellers about primary 

health care by group discussions especially with mothers. We are 

afraid that in 2009, public health will be badly affected due to 

global warming and imbalance in ecology. An Advisory Committee 

of 11 members led by Prof. Amiya Kumar Hati, Ex- Director, School of 

Tropical Medicine, Kolkata was formed to recommend preventive 

measures to be taken to combat the same. The Committee has 

submitted its recommendation in the recent past. We have 

discussed the recommendations at all levels of our Corporation and 

for proper implementation a Co-ordination Committee has been 
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formed. As recommended by the Advisory Committee, we are 

going to open a blood collection centre for determination of 

Dengue at each Borough with the help of “Eastern India Health 

Care Foundation”. We aim to intimate the test result within 24 hours 

to the patient. You are aware that water stored in different buildings 

under construction are breeding ground of mosquitoes. We are 

taking some concrete steps to stop this in consultation with 

developers, Architects, Kolkata Police and PWD. We will take help 

of entomologists in this endeavour. Hon’ble members will be happy 

to know that the satisfaction level of our citizens in respect of 

preventive measure of vector borne diseases has increased from 12 

to 57 percent as revealed in a recent survey. 

 

4.75 We are implementing Polio Vaccination Programme successfully as 

per direction and guidelines of the Government of India. Till date, 

our success rate is 90%. We are not satisfied though we have been 

able to bring more children under its coverage. We aim to achieve 

success rate of 100% by creating awareness among people. We 

have developed a documentary film for creating awareness. It is for 

the information of the members of this august house that there is not 

a single case of Polio affected patient in Kolkata city since 2002. 

 

4.76 Kolkata Municipal Corporation is committed to make the Leprosy 

Eradication Programme of Government of India a success. In 2008-

09, we established two (2) new Leprosy treatment centres which 

made the total no of such centres to 63. Previously, these centres 

were open only on Thursday, now they are open for six (6) days a 

week for proper treatment and the treatment is free. 
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4.77 The Corporation is also implementing Tuberculosis Eradication 

Programme of Government of India. For this, the number of TB 

treatment centers has been increased from 102 to 170. 57 sputum 

testing centres are working effectively. Last year we could treat 

8651 no. of patients to make them free from this disease.    

 

4.78  I am happy to declare that we have purchased 151 different 

varieties of medicines worth Rs 65 lakh in the last financial year for 

the citizens of Kolkata who avail the services of our dispensaries.  

 

4.79 Kolkata Municipal Corporation is effectively implementing total 

immunization programme to save the lives of mothers and children. 

We could cover 80% children under this scheme. Our Health 

Department is committed to cover 100% children under this 

scheme. Presently, KMC runs this programme from 300 centres on 

every Wednesday of the week regularly. It is for the information for 

the members of august house that the rate of infant mortality is 4 

per thousand in our city which is far below the national rate of infant 

mortality.  

 

4.80 For the benefit of the general public, we have started distributing 

birth certificates from all the boroughs by installing necessary 

electronic infrastructure. Apart from this, citizens can avail this 

facility from any of the four “e-Kolkata Citizen Service Centre” 

inaugurated recently. Previously, this facility was available from only 

six offices. 

 

4.81 We are issuing 2 copies of death certificate on e-infrastructure from 

Shahnagar and Nimtala crematorium on cremation of dead 
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bodies. This year, our endeavour would be to extend this facility to 

all crematoriums and burial grounds run by KMC. 

 

4.82 Renewal works at Tangra slaughter house under the KMC Health 

Department is going on, keeping its old architecture intact. Supply 

of adequate water and allied necessities are also being looked 

into. An effluent treatment plant is also being set up there. We are 

taking steps to ensure that the modernization work of the Tangra 

slaughter house is completed early. 

 

4.83 Last year we spent Rs. 54.78 crore in Health Sector. We propose this 

year’s allocation in this sector to be Rs. 93.26 crore.  

 

4.84 In education sector KMC gives prime importance to primary 

education and we are careful to make the primary education 

universal. In the last financial year we have established 11 new 

primary schools and 2 new Shishu Shiksha Kendras. Presently we are 

running 252 municipal primary schools and 102 Shishu Shiksha 

Kendras to achieve our goal of universalisation of primary 

education.  Rate of drop-outs in our schools is being arrested 

through counseling of parents. The KMC now provides Mid Day 

Meal, every school day, to 35,000 students. As a result, student 

strength has increased by 25%. The School Development 

Committees and Mother Groups are functioning effectively in 

monitoring the administration of KMC schools. The women involved 

with Swarna Jayanti Swarozgar Yojana have been given the 

responsibility to arrange mid day meals. In order to ensure that the 

students of the KMC schools get clean and hygienic mid day meal, 

we are scientifically building ‘Community Kitchens’. The first such 

‘Community Kitchen’ has come up at Gobinda Khatik Road last 
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year. Regular health check ups are organized for the students in the 

KMC schools. We are making special efforts to repair our school 

buildings and a special school infrastructure renewal fund has been 

created for this purpose. We have supplied benches, mats and 

trunks to our schools and Shishu Shiksha Kendras (SSKs). Timely 

distributions of free textbooks in Bengali, Hindi and Urdu medium 

KMC schools have been made.  We supplied drums to every school 

for proper preservation of Mid Day Meal rice.     

 

4.85 KMC is giving equal stress on the need of the students to 

complement studies with extra-curricular activities. We organized 

Annual Sports Meet 2008-09 in the KMCP schools and SSKs in both 

Zonal and Central levels. Besides, the students of KMCP schools and 

SSKs participated in the State Level Sports Meet 2008-09. The 

students of KMCP schools and SSKs have also participated in many 

cultural programs. They are also being regularly trained on 

combating natural disasters and fire extinguishing systems. We 

could improve the quality of education in our KMCP schools by way 

of imparting training to Urdu teachers from Bangiya Urdu Academy 

in the last financial year.  Arrangement has been made so that the 

students can play in adjacent play grounds of the school wherever 

possible.  

 

4.86  To enthuse and encourage the KMC school teachers we have 

been periodically arranging orientation trainings. This helps all the 

old and new teachers and they can enrich themselves by 

benefiting from these trainings. Furthermore, to improve the 

standards of education in the KMC primary schools, we are going to 

engage 70 ‘Sahayak teachers’ with SSK funds.  In many schools,   

arrangement of computer aided education has been provided. 
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4.87  We have provided all primary schools of Kolkata with facilities of 

modern sanitary toilets. Arrangements have been made to provide 

pure drinking water and adequate lighting to ensure a better 

environment of study in the KMC schools. 

 

4.88  Various international organizations have also expressed their interest 

to make our KMC schools more attractive. Rotary Calcutta 

Mahanagar Trust has agreed to construct separate toilets for girl 

students in more than 100 of our KMC schools.  

 

4.89   In 2008-09 we spent Rs. 13.47 crore for education. In this financial 

year we are proposing an enhanced allocation of Rs 23.27 crore. 

Achievements in this sector are: 

� Establishment of a library in each school to improve the quality of 

studies – under progress. 

� Appointing para-teachers in one-teacher schools. 

� Solution of different service related problems by negotiation. 

� Finalising retirement benefits of 113 teachers by this time. 

� Engaged security guards in different primary schools to safeguard 

the assets and of KMCP schools. 

� Creating awareness in different wards by the students of the KMCP 

schools on measures to be taken to avoid different vector borne 

diseases like malaria, dengue and chikungunia. 

 

4.90  In the Social Sector, we have made remarkable progress. About 

2100 Neighbourhood Groups and around 75 Neighbourhood 

Committees have been registered under SJSRY. The programme is 

being given necessary impetus by facilitating formation of around 

2025 Thrift and Credit Society (TCS) Groups having 24500 effective 
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members. The savings of these TCS groups has almost touched Rs 3 

crore. 76 new services and trades have been identified for training. 

While 8410 beneficiaries have already been imparted vocational 

training, another 1,500 beneficiaries are in the process. To provide 

further encouragement to the groups, arrangement has been 

made to distribute tool-kits to the beneficiaries. We had organized a 

‘SJSRY Sharadiya Mela’ at Chaplin Square like previous years. 

Subsequently, such fairs were organized in another 10 locations of 

the city. Such initiatives play a major role in providing proper 

marketing opportunities to the programme beneficiaries. They have 

been able to sell different commodities amounting to Rs 4.00 lakh 

only in ‘SJSRY Sharadiya Mela’. We could provide training to 

unemployed youths as follows: as security guards- 40 nos, salesman 

/ sales girl in retail outlets- 40 nos, skilled workers in hotels and other 

organizations-121 nos. Trained security guards also got employment.  

 

 4.91 We have also achieved considerable success in implementation of 

social sector programmes sponsored by the Central Government. 

The Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY), which has taken up the mantle 

from the erstwhile NMBS scheme, has seen tremendous success in 

the Corporation from the very beginning. 19,363 beneficiary 

mothers have been registered so far and financial assistance of 

Rs1.12 crore has been disbursed. Under NFBS programme also, all 

the pending cases have been processed for disbursement. During 

the current year alone, we have finalized 1482 cases and disbursed 

an amount of Rs 1.48 crore. In the last three years Rs. 8.89 crore 

could be disbursed among 8890 families. 

 

 4.92 Under NOAPS, 22238 nos of pensioners have been registered and 

an amount of Rs.14.70 crore was disbursed in the last three years. 
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The process of identification and registration of beneficiaries have 

been simplified. We have posted borough-wise list of beneficiaries in 

our website. We have been able to extend assistance to 4780 new 

beneficiaries in place of 4210 deceased pensioners. We have 

already disbursed pension of 10 months related to last financial 

year.  

 

 4.93 We are committed to reduce the gap in the living standard of 

bustee people and people living outside bustees. For this purpose, 

several schemes in respect of water supply, drainage & sewerage, 

sanitation, lighting etc. are being taken up. The measures will be 

continued. It is our pledge to bring the bustee people under the 

main stream of the city’s development programme. In this context, I 

like to place before this August House a proposal to exempt the 

‘Restoration Fee” required to be deposited for water connection in 

case of slum dwellers. This will help them financially and will also 

encourage them to use water after observing related rules of the 

Corporation.    

 

 4.94 We have taken up a number of slum improvement projects. It may 

be mentioned here that as per our commitment we are converting 

the dilapidated hexagonal latrines into modern sanitary ones. We 

have already been able to convert 10,500 such latrines. We have 

taken up a project to convert another 5,000 latrines in this financial 

year.  

 

4.95 In order to facilitate the participation of the poor people in slum 

areas in social activities, we want to pay special attention to 

construction of community halls in such areas. With success of such 

construction scheme, the poor bustee people will find a common 
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centre for performing social activities. For this, we have allocated Rs 

3 crore in this year. 

 

 4.96 The KMC authority is making sustainable efforts to provide better 

sanitation facilities to citizens of Kolkata. Emphasis has been given 

to invite renowned agencies/ NGOs to construct more and more 

Pay & Use Toilets in several areas of the city on PPP basis. We are 

taking the help of the CDSs and NHCs for maintaining such Pay & 

Use Toilets. In the last financial year, we have constructed 23 Pay & 

Use Toilets in the city. 

 

4.97 We got approval for construction of 8980 flats for slum dwellers 

under BSUP scheme of JNNURM. Progress of these projects is in 

preliminary stage. Recently, we got approval of JNNURM for 

construction of another 4936 flats at an estimated cost of Rs. 321.72 

crore. These flats will be built for slums at ward no 57, 59 and 127. 

Also we are in a process to identify slums where ownership of land 

rests with either KMC or State Government. Town Planning 

Department of the Corporation looks after these projects. We are 

developing Sarat Sadan at Behala under the aegis of this 

department. We could secure first position in “Municipalika”, an 

international convention held in Mumbai on presentation of City 

Development Plan. Last year also we secured first position in a 

similar convention. 

 

4.98  In the last year, we had spent a sum of Rs. 69.92 crore in the bustee 

sector. I propose an enhanced allocation of Rs. 107.62 crore in this 

budget for improving the living conditions in the bustees. Such huge 

enhancement of allocation emphasizes our commitment towards 

making improvement of living standards in Bustees. 
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 4.99 Hon’ble members are well aware that below the borough 

committees, we have the ward committees and in provision of 

municipal services, ward committees have a direct role. We have 

been able to form 75 ward committees and balance ward 

committees should be formed without further loss of time. I request 

rest of the members of this house to send nomination for such 

formation without delay. Unless Ward Committee is formed, the very 

purpose of democratic decentralization will be frustrated. 

 

 4.100 Like the previous years, funds under integrated borough schemes 

have been proposed in this financial year also. In keeping with the 

norms of the last financial year, in this year also we have allocated 

Rs. 16.80 crore under this head. This fund should not be utilized for 

doing maintenance works but should be used for development-

centric project works only. Ideally, opinion of the Ward Committee 

should also be considered in framing schemes under the Borough 

integrated programme. 

 

4.101 Members will be happy to note that utilization of budgetary 

allocation under Section 11 of the KMC Act 1980 will be used for 

area development. I announce that the allotment of funds under 

this head has been made Rs. 5 lakh for each ward and thus a total 

sum of Rs. 7.05 crore has been proposed in the budget. This fund 

can only be used for purposes stated in section 11 of the KMC Act, 

1980. 

4.102 It is known to the members of the august house that Baisnabghata 

– Patuli and East Calcutta Townships are going to be undertaken 

by KMC. Although these townships were created by the KMDA in a 

planned manner, the infrastructure has become old and inefficient 
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in some cases due to lack of regular maintenance. Members will 

be happy to know that adequate arrangement of fund has been 

made under different departmental heads for upkeep of those old 

assets so that citizens may get proper civic services.  

 

4.103 We are going to start building new roads, street furniture and other 

related developmental activities to achieve overall development of 

our city as has been enumerated in City Development Plan 

prepared with help of DFID. We are taking up construction of Bus 

Shelters in different areas of city in a planned manner. We are also 

implementing some area development works along with works 

under BSUP of JNNURM.  

 

4.104 While we are speaking on the subject of infrastructural 

development and planning, we must also emphasise our concern 

with the in-house organizational development and capacity 

augmentation planning. Indeed, as I have emphasized in my first 

budget speech, my idea of planned development includes our 

field activities as well as our own internal capacity upgradation. 

Members are aware that the DFID-assisted Capacity Building 

Programme is going on in full swing within this organization. This 

programme includes a host of initiatives in respect of organizational 

reforms, including training of our personnel, e-governance 

strategies, various refurbishments of our buildings, plant and 

machineries and decentralization. Through a series of delegation 

and decentralization initiatives, we are trying to empower each 

limb of our organization up to the cutting edge level. We formed a 

Committee for strengthening of Boroughs to provide quick service 

to our citizens. The Committee was chaired by one of our Members 

of the Mayor-in Council and other members included two Borough 
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Chairmen and officials of the Corporation. After detailed discussions 

on the recommendation of the committee, a “Borough 

Strengthening Plan” has been taken up. Mayor-in Council has given 

its ‘in principle’ approval. We will take up effective steps to 

implement the same in coming months. 

 

4.105  Incidentally I like to mention that we are revamping two particular 

organizations of KMC – the Institute of Urban Management and the 

Entally Workshop. I must say that the IUM has been greatly 

revitalized and they are making earnest efforts in training all 

categories of officers and members of staff within our organization. 

Training is going on regularly and systematically in our own 

periphery as well as in other renowned institutions. The Entally 

Workshop is taking a lead role in manufacturing and repairing works 

of all varieties. We are insisting on procuring our in-house furniture 

and equipments increasingly from the EWS.  

 

4.106 In-house development strategy includes renewal strategies for our 

staff quarters. Total overhaul of the staff quarters in the different 

boroughs is going on. For example: Grey Street (Borough-II), Nanda 

Mullick Road (Borough –IV), North Range (Borough –VI), Dhapa 

Road (Borough –VII), Goragachha Road (Borough-IX) etc. Besides, 

several new staff quarters will be constructed. This year, we have 

allocated an amount of Rs. 12.61 crore for repair of staff quarters 

and construction of new quarters.  

 

4.107 We have taken steps to reduce anomalies/disparities in payment of 

wages to thousands of contractual employees engaged directly or 

through different agencies. In 2008-09 we could ensure payment of 

minimum wages to them as determined by the government from 
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time to time. Also we could bring them under Provident Fund and 

ESI Scheme. 

 

4.108  With the assistance from the Department for International 

Development (DFID) of the Government of United Kingdom, Kolkata 

Municipal Corporation has initiated a major e-governance 

programme. Tata Consultancy Services has been engaged as the 

consultant for this purpose. Providing citizen services through e-

infrastructure is one of our priorities. We have completed the full 

exercise related to Business Process Re-engineering for all the 

departments and developed appropriate software for application. 

Members will be happy to note that a central server was made 

functional on 12th February, 2008 at our primary data centre 

located at 48, Market Street. We are grateful to the Professors of 

renowned educational institutions and experts in the field who 

guided us as members of implementation committee. As a result we 

could provide e-services in other offices of the Corporation apart 

from the Headquarters. BSNL has completed networking of KMC 

Head Quarters with the borough offices and treasuries. A “Disaster 

Recovery Site” for this purpose has been made operational 

adjacent to the main entrance of the Corporation. We are 

operating 15 treasuries and 4 e-Kolkata citizen service centres under 

“Common Collection System” as per latest technology. Citizens can 

deposit any tax or fees related to Assessment, Market or Licence of 

any area in these centres. We are expediting different processes so 

that citizens can deposit other taxes and revenues payable to 

Corporation in these centres also like Building fees, sewer charges, 

charges for mutation etc. Ultimately, these centres will be our one 

stop service centres for all civic services as well as information 

centres for different services. In the present system, grievance 
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handling is a time consuming process. We are revamping this 

system and going to introduce e-based Grievance Redressal 

System by which we will resolve the problems very fast.   Our 4 e-

Kolkata Citizen Service Centres are located at: (1) Manicktala 

Kankurgachhi Municipal Market, 1st Floor, P-187, CIT Road, Kolkata-

700054; (2) 28A, K N Sen Road, Kasba, Kolkata- 700042; (3) 11, 

Belvedere Road, Alipore; and (4) 516, Diamond Harbour Road. 

These centres have become popular among citizens. We have 

launched tenders for “Web Portal” by which citizens will be able to 

get all municipal services from their home. This effort not only 

ensures transparency and efficiency in our service delivery but also 

reduces the harassment of our citizenry. 

 

4.109 We would like to integrate all our developmental and planning 

activities with the world of our citizens. Our Information & Public 

Relations department is the principal medium of our interaction with 

the citizens. This is done through the media and through publication 

of magazines. The monthly newsletter of the Corporation “Kolkata 

Purasree” is regularly published from this department. Apart from 

Purasree, several other books, leaflets and VCDs are published here. 

We have decided to publish some documentaries in the form of 

VCDs. We are exploring the possibility of publishing news in Hindi 

and Urdu through our “Purasree”.  

 

4.110 Last year, as committed, we published two books: (a) Prasanga: 

Munshi Premchand and (b) Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose in 

C.M. Gazette. More recently, we have published 4 books by this 

time. They are: (a) Prasanga: Surendra Nath Banerjee, (b) Prasanga: 

Fajlul Haque, (c) Mayors of Kolkata and (d) Purano Kolkata: 

Shilpider Chokhe.  We will also publish some other books this year. 
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We inaugurated a well-furnished sales counter for our publications 

in the Central Municipal Office on 30th January, 2009 which has 

developed interest among people to purchase our publications. 

We will endeavour to publish books every month to make the 

publication wing more robust.  

 

4.111 In conclusion, I would like to say that the whole world is going 

through a process of change. Kolkata is no exception to that. Now, 

Kolkata is a well known place as an epicentre of development. We 

will augment the pace of development with due respect to old 

tradition and culture of the city. This is a belief of Kolkata as well as 

of Kolkata Municipal Corporation.  This present budget is rooted in 

this philosophy. I solicit your approval and support. 

 

 

 

 

                                    Sd/- 

Bikash Ranjan Bhattacharyya 

                                                                                           Mayor 

                                                                The Kolkata Municipal Corporation 

19th  June, 2009   

 

 

 

 

 


